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A Ghost Story from 
the Bible 
 
Greetings Sharon 
Church Family 
and Friends,  
As we all get 
into the au-
tumn spirit 
with special 
seasonal activi-
ties, decorations, and 
“pumpkin spice” every-
thing during the month of 
October,  I thought I 
would share a ghost story 
with you. To be honest, 
as a pastor, I would nor-
mally never talk about 
ghosts because the Bible 
is clear that we are not 

supposed to be messing around with spiritual things other than 
the Holy Spirit. However, did you know that the Bible contains a 
few ghost stories? There’s one in the Gospel of Mark contained 
in the familiar account of the 12 Disciples being in trouble out at 
sea on a boat during a storm and Jesus coming to them walk-
ing on water. Here it is: 
 
Mark 6:45-52 “Immediately he made his disciples get into the 
boat and go on ahead to the other side, to Bethsaida, while he 
dismissed the crowd. After saying farewell to them, he went up 
on the mountain to pray. When evening came, the boat was out 
on the sea, and he was alone on the land. When he saw that 
they were straining at the oars against an adverse wind, he 
came towards them early in the morning, walking on the sea. 
He intended to pass them by. But when they saw him walking 
on the sea, they thought it was a ghost and cried out; for they 
all saw him and were terrified. But immediately he spoke to 
them and said, “Take heart, it is I; do not be afraid.” Then he 
got into the boat with them and the wind ceased. And they were 
utterly astounded, for they did not understand about the loaves, 
but their hearts were hardened.” (NRSV) 
 
 

 
Most people in our culture think of the day called 

“Halloween” (Oct. 31st) when they think of the month of Octo-
ber. On the calendar, Halloween comes the day before a 
special day in the Christian year called All Saints Day; 

the remembrance of all the Jesus followers who have 
gone before us who are now spending eternity with Jesus. 

All Saints Day is not about ghosts, but about the memories 
of loved ones who have joined the Church Triumphant. Hal-

loween can be a fun day, but we need to make sure that we 
are not celebrating things that do not bring glory to God or 

distract us from Jesus.  
 
When the Disciples were out on the sea during that storm, they 
were exhausted and filled with fear. They were so afraid that 
they couldn’t recognize Jesus. Many of us struggling with the 
challenges of our current season are also exhausted and filled 
with fear, and for good reason. We cry out for help and wonder 
if anyone is listening. I invite you right now to lay aside your 
fears and anxieties to look, listen and feel for Jesus and the 
Holy Spirit in your storm. In our battles and challenges we can 
take heart as we hear the voice of Jesus say, “I’m here. You 
don’t have to be afraid.” 
 
I pray that you have a wonderful October and look forward to 
the next part of our journey together as fellow Disciples of Je-
sus Christ. Let’s make every day count.  
 
Your Partner in the Adventure, 

Pastor Jim Pegan 
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SUNDAYS 
 8:45 AM   Contemporary  Worship  

       (Also You Tube  @ 12noon) 
11:00 AM Traditional Worship 

 . 
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Town Hall Meeting 

 Invitation 
With Our Governance Task Force 

 
 Now that our Governance Task force has 
reported to the Administrative Council, 
 they are inviting the entire Sharon UMC 

church family to a Town Hall Meeting in  the Sanctuary on Thursday, 
October 14th at 6:30. This will be a final group opportunity   to interact 
with the Task Force, ask questions, get clarifications and voice con-
cerns   before the Charge/Church Conference takes a final vote in No-
vember.  
  

 

 

GETTING TO KNOW THE      TAFF 
 
                     Born in Rotterdam, The 
Netherlands, my parents and 
I immigrated in 1959 to Cana-
da and subsequently to the 
U.S. and settled in Cincinnati. 
My parents felt this was the 
best move for us due to lack 
of homes and apart-
ments after 14 years since 
WW2.  Rotterdam and sur-
rounding areas 
were essentially leveled by 
the Nazis. A United Presby-
terian church in Cincinnati 
sponsored our family as im-

migrants where my dad became a custodian. After school and 
on weekends I would help Dad clean the church buildings, in-
cluding all the Sunday School rooms, where I always liked to 
bang on the pianos throughout the buildings. The church organ-
ist there volunteered to give me piano lessons, which I gladly 
took. When we moved to another area of town, we found anoth-
er teacher, who happened not to be a church organist but per-
formed in supper clubs and on local radio and as a result, musi-
cally, I grew up with big band and show tune music which I 
loved. I always thought I was born 20 years too late, musical-
ly, as the big band era was almost over. The church gave us an 
old piano when we moved, but my new teacher soon convinced 
my parents to buy me a small Hammond organ. I loved it! One 
day our neighbor gave us the sad news that their son passed 
away. We went to the funeral. We loved the pastor right away 
and decided to attend there permanently as it was a fundamen-
tal, Bible believing, God fearing church. One Sun-
day, mom told the Pastor’s wife that I played the organ—she 
was ecstatic as she reluctantly played the organ and always 
broke out in a sweat every time Sunday rolled around, so at 16 I 
started playing and 43 years later I was still playing!  I met Lin-
da in 1982 and we were married at Grace Bible Presbyterian 
Church in 1987. We adopted a total of 7 dogs, the last 5 West 
Highland terriers. 
After Mom and Dad both passed away in 2013 , Linda and I 
decided to move to Holden Beach in 2015 for our eventual re-
tirement spot.. We knew the area well, as we had been vaca-
tioning here off and on for 20+ years. Linda and I now work 
together in sales for a roofing and construction company and 
yes, I do climb on roofs!  We were looking for a good funda-
mental church to attend, visiting many in the area. We felt a 
welcoming spirit when we visited SUMC and liked Pastor Ed-
die’s sermons. Linda, of course needed to tell someone that I 
played the organ back home for church and that news spread to 
Jean very fast! Jean and I now share the organ, and with Vicki 
on piano, we do our best to provide a good keyboard contribu-

tion to a Christ centered service.    
Linda and I love the beach—just to sit, look at Gods’ creation, 
read, fish, walk, talk with visitors and locals alike. Other than the 
hurricanes, this is a great place to live.  

-Henry Van Briel 

                                                                                  

 

Love Music? 
Save the Date for the Christ-
mas Cantata Dec 12th 7pm. 
Rehearsals have begun.  

Consider joining the Choir  
this Christmas as they are 
planning to present this 
beautiful cantata for the 
Sharon Congregation, and 
community. There are mul-
tiple parts for Soprano, 
Alto, Tenor and Bass as 
well as speaking parts. 
Practice is Wednesdays at 

7:30 pm. 

  

FREE EVENT 
(Concert  for the 

Kids) 
 

Karen Peck & New River 
 joined by 

Port City Quartet 
Friday, December 3rd 7:00PM 

Love offering for Boys and Girls Home of NC 
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Stewardship Speaks; 
Luke 18:9-14 (New Revised Standard Version) 

The Parable of the Pharisee and the Tax 
Collector 

9 He also told this parable to some who trusted 

in themselves that they were righteous and 

regarded others with contempt: 10 “Two men 

went up to the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax 

collector. 11 The Pharisee, standing by himself, was praying thus, 

‘God, I thank you that I am not like other people: thieves, rogues, 

adulterers, or even like this tax collector. 12 I fast twice a week; I 

give a tenth of all my income.’ 13 But the tax collector, standing far 

off, would not even look up to heaven, but was beating his breast 

and saying, ‘God, be merciful to me, a sinner!’ 14 I tell you, this man 

went down to his home justified rather than the other; for all who 

exalt themselves will be humbled, but all who humble themselves 

will be exalted.” 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Here’s a glimpse of what is happening in the Kaleidoscope group on 
Tuesday mornings! Playing and Learning! 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thanks to Manager, Tina Kenerson and her team of faithful 
Volunteers, The Rose of Sharon continues to be a huge suc-
cess!!  Based on the results for the first six months of 2021 
(January through June) The Rose has generated Profits of 
$42,774.82!!  Implementing the formula approved by the 
Missions Advisory Board the following distributions will be 
made before the end of September:  Capital Improvements 
(for on-going maintenance and repair of the Rose Building): 
$4,513.41.  General Fund: $7,652.28.  Missions and Benev-
olence: $30,609.13.   
 

The Finance Committee is also happy to report the Annual 
Audit has been completed!  The finance committee is in the 
process of writing and incorporating policies and procedures 
where required as identified by the audit.  
 

If you have an interest in Finance, Accounting or Bookkeep-
ing and would like to participate on this dynamic committee, 
please contact me (Bud) at (910) 616-1982!  We need 2 
more “go-getters” to achieve the work God has pre-ordained 
for us to complete! 
 

Thanks for the Blessings you bestow on Sharon United 
Methodist Church! 
 

-Bud Magelli, Co-Chairman Finance Committee 
-Carol Daugherty, Co-Chair Finance Committee  
 

 

 

 

Tuesday mornings  
9:30am  – 11:00am 
To register, contact: 
Lynn Hebert-Smith 

hebertsmith@smartstartbrunswick.org 

910-754-3166 ext. 1010 

Belinda’s Witticism! 

 
There’s a plaque in the foyer of a young boy’s church. The  
plaque listed men and women who died in various wars.  
The little boy asked the pastor who these people were.  
The Pastor answered, “These are people from our church  
who died in service.” The boy asked, “First or second?”  

?????? 
??? 

Sunday Morn-
ing, October 17, 
Come home to 

Sharon & 
 feel the revival 
spirit together!! 
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Sharon United Methodist Women meet the third Thursday of every month. 
All women of the church are welcome.   
At our August meeting, we watched a video with the author of the book, 
Pushout, Monique W. Morris, speaking about the policies and cultural prac-
tices of our educational and criminal justice systems that continue to fail 
Black girls today with specific emphasis on the “school to prison” pipeline.  
Pushout is a book on the UMW Reading Program list and is also one of the 
new mission studies for 2021-2022. 
Sharon United Methodist Women and Friends who are currently reading 
and writing via a book, One Day I Wrote Back, by Jane Herring, have 
agreed not to hold the day retreat at this time, but to expect to 
meet together at a safer time to share our writings.    

 
 https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/faithtalks 

Response is the official magazine of 

United Methodist Women. Its’ goals 

are to educate for mission, to interpret the Pur-

pose of United Methodist Women, and to 

strengthen the organization. 

 

UMW and Partners In Ministry have joined together to collect gently 
used women's, men's and children's shoes as a fundraiser to help PIM 
to build a new facility.  Shoes will be collected from now until October 
14 and then be delivered to Laurinburg. Find those shoes, clean them 
up and give.   
 

Go to www.unitedmethodistwomen.org to learn about UMW being in Mis-
sion. 
 

Thank you, Lisa Hildebrand, for our beautifully designed shoe box contain-
ers!  You’re the best! 
 
 

  

Cover: a young girl plays at the Neighborhood 
Center in Utica, NY.  This is a UMW mission 
institution. 

Melba McCallum is one of three 
Deaconesses in the North Carolina 
Conference of the United Methodist 
Church.  She is the founder and 
director of Partners in Ministry lo-
cated in East Laurinburg, NC.  She 
spoke to our UMW about what it 
means to be a Deaconess and about 
the founding of Partners in Ministry 
and how their outreach has grown. 

Thank you, Nancy, 
Bollinger for a wonderful 

refreshment table! 

 

Shirley Huffstetler at the 
reading table! 

 

 

 Kari Shumaker enjoying 
the refreshments! 

 

 

Jean D' Addario  
& Kari Shumaker! 

“Reaching Souls with Soles” 

https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/faithtalks
http://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org
http://www.rdpim.org/
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Halloween Hay 

Ride  
Sunday, October 31st, 
1:30PM until 5:00PM 

Snacks will be served  & Treat Bags for the children. 
 
Sponsored by: Woods & Water Hunting Club  

        
RSVP before 10/24 for directions: 

     Jerry Benton 910-540-4411 

 
 
 
 
 

The youth contin-
ue to meet on 
Wednesdays  
from 6:30PM-
8PM, after the 
6:00PM dinner 
and for Sunday 
School  on Sundays at  10 AM. We have enjoyed our new 
youth space with our comfy couches and chairs and ping 
pong table and even basketball! Legacy Youth Praise Band 
continues to meet on Wednesdays from 5:30-6:30PM and 
is open for new members. Come join the Legacy Praise 
Band! 

October 15th we will have our quarterly BINGO NIGHT.  
 
Melanie Gray,  
Youth Director 
 

     The Trustee Repartee 

Save the date.  The Trustees have scheduled a church wide 
clean-up day for October 9th, starting at 9AM. We are com-
piling a list of items to address 
as well as those we were una-
ble to complete during our last 
clean-up day.   
 
Electronic digital keypads are 
coming soon to The Crossing 
and Fellowship Hall.  Keeping 
track of keys of current and past church members has been 
an ongoing issue.  In addition, the cost of rekeying locks and 
reissuing new keys when keys are unaccounted for is ex-
pensive. The new keypad locks will provide enhanced secu-
rity and accountability for our buildings.  We will make an 
announcement when the locks are installed and members 
needing access to these buildings will be issued a personal 
code.   
 

The Trustees are exploring replacing our current outdoor 

sign with a new digital sign.  There are many benefits to dig-

ital signs, including real time updates, and displaying many 

of the church events and activities simultaneously.  In addi-

tion to gathering cost information, we are exploring the 

sign’s placement.  Having the sign closer to the road will 

make it more visible to passing cars and getting our mes-

sage out to the community.   

                    
 

 Wednesday night suppers .  Look at the face on Doc Ferrel, 
as he shows off desserts made by his wife, Cil !                          

Please join us! 

News Bits! 

GreatJob, the Fish Fry by the United Methodist 

Men of Sharon, last month, made a profit of $3,500 . 

TURKEY SHOOT 
Fridays 7PM until 10PM starts 

this week Holden Beach Driving 
Range 

Saturday October 30th, watch the bulletin for  details. Please 
feel free to drop off candy and/or donations to the office! 
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Sharon United 
 Methodist Church 

2030 Holden Beach Road 
Supply NC 28462 

Phone:(910) 842-2929 
Website: http://www.sharonbythesea.com 

 
Please submit Monthly Calendar items  &  

 articles by the 15th of  each month to  
Kari Shumaker: sharonumc@atmc.net 

Newsletter Team: Gina Britton/Kari Shumaker/Jean D’Addario/ 
                               Linda Register/Pastor Jim Pagan 
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 FOLLOW US ON SOCIAL MEDIA  
 

Sharonumcholdenbeach 
 
                                                                                               
                                                                                                          Sharon United Methodist Church-Holden Beach 

 

BE SURE TO CHECK THE WEEKLY 
BULLETIN FOR MEETING SCHEDULES 

AND UPDATES ! 


