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Greetings Sharon Church
Family,

The Author of Psalm 119
writes, “Your word is a
http://www.sharonbythesea.com lamp to my feet and a light
to my path.” These words
Office: 910.842.2929
E-Mail: sharonumc@atmc.net come in the context of a
psalm about the journey of
SUNDAYS
living a godly life guided
9:00 AM Sunday School
by God’s righteousness
10:00 AM Combined Service
and the requirements of
(Also You Tube @ 12noon)
that kind of living found in
scripture. These are days that require our Sharon Church
Family to be walking in the light of God’s word so that we can
see clearly where God is leading us as we navigate sometimes
complicated terrain under threat from enemies who would try
to confuse us or throw us off course. If we ever needed the
counsel of God’s word, we need it now.
By now, you most likely know that sometime in October, the
members of Sharon United Methodist Church will take a vote
to remain in the United Methodist denomination or to disaffiliate from the United Methodist Church to affiliate with some
other form of Methodist denomination, most likely the new
Global Methodist Church. The decision to take this vote was
made by our Leadership Board, but the vote itself, and what
this means for our church, is completely up to the members
that show up to cast their votes. I am calling all church members to enter a careful and prayerful season of discernment
about this upcoming decision. The stakes for our church are
high.
The psalmist is wise to acknowledge the importance of God’s
word as a source of illuminating truth in a world that is broken
and often difficult to navigate. Nobody wants to travel an unknown path in the dark. Darkness disorients us, forces us to
look only at the next step in front of us and sometimes casts
frightening shadows that freeze us in our tracks. As Sharon
enters this season of discernment about possible disaffiliation
from the United Methodist Church, we need to be cautious
about the different types of darkness, or even false light, that

will try to sow seeds of confusion, fear, and disunity. These
things will take us from God’s path and lead us to places
where the Lord does not want us to go. The scriptures and the
leading of the Holy Spirit are beautiful gifts from God that will
help us find our way.
I invite you to be in fervent prayer during the month of September about this matter. I also invite you to search the scriptures
for God’s revelation and truth for the Church of Jesus Christ, of
which we are a part. I also ask that you extend grace to fellow
church members that disagree with you and that you do not fall
to the temptation of thinking that certain individuals or groups
have a monopoly on Biblical truth. We all need help, and the
Lord will provide that help if we ask for it. In the end, I pray that
the Lord lights our path and that we move forward together
wherever that path takes us.
Your Partner in the Adventure,

Pastor Jim

Join Pastor Jim Wednesday
mornings at 10:30 at the
Crossing for Bible Study.
Beginning September 14th, we will
be working through a 7-week series
of lessons from the Book of First Peter. We will use our Bibles as
well as some brief videos from Pastor Kyle Idleman to get our conversations going. Please let Pastor Jim know if you’d like to be part
of this study time.

Wednesday

Beginning September 14th, Pastor
Jim invites you to join him from 6:457:20 PM at the Crossing for a brief
time of worship, reading of scripture,
prayer and sharing. This will be a
simple time of being together after the
Wednesday evening meal to share in
faith, fellowship and maybe even a
With Pastor Jim
little fun. Please let Pastor Jim know
if you’d like to join him.
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Missions & Outreach
Hello Church Family!
As your new coordinator for the Samaritan’s Purse Christmas Child Shoebox Ministry, I wanted to remind you of Operation Christmas Child and how our church
family can impact the lives of children
around the globe.
There is a display set
up in the main foyer
with ideas. Most importantly, pray for
our Shoebox Ministry, that the children
receiving boxes will feel God’s people
loving on them and bringing them the
news of salvation and eternal life through Jesus Christ.
Please feel free to contact me at runaround76@yahoo.com
or 570-335-7527.

-Lori Minor

I

If you are interested in being
part of a home
group you are
invited to attend
the Ferrell home
group that will
start in September after Labor Day. More to come on the start date
and time. Anyone interested in attending training to become a home
group leader, please let Doc Ferrell know. You can text him at
910-238-0590 or email him at larryferrell8404@gmail.com.

Sit
W* I * T *

H

Me
Sharon United Methodist
Church

Linda, Cynde & Don help keep the
food coming in and out but could use your help with canned
food donations. Because of current situations, the pantry
could use more vegetables now. "One Can” at a time this
ministry is making a difference feeding your community. The
pantry is open Wednesdays and Fridays from 10:00 am until
noon, but the yellow blessing boxes in the church parking lot
are open 24/7 and are used more and more as food insecurity needs continue to rise. Your non-perishable food donations
in the red carts in the foyer are greatly appreciated.

Please continue to
use these simple
cards to invite
friends, families and
neighbors. The
cards can be found
at each entrance.

2030 Holden Beach Road SW
Supply, NC 28462
Sharonbythesea.com
(910) 842-2929

Times
9:00 AM
Sunday School

10:00 AM
Worship
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Health & Wellness
TY JE
Breath Prayer, Exercise
This group meets on Thursdays at 1:30 in the Fellowship Hall and
is part of our Wellness Team’s effort to bring new activities to our
church family and community. Donations are accepted to the
Church and Group Leader.
Sign up by email or text to Andrea Combs
StopDropandTaiChi@yahoo.com (910)-712-6757

•
•
•
•

Angie Lawrence from North Carolina Cooperative
Extension will continue be at SUMC for EFNEP
programming, with the participants of Kaleidoscope
September 20th Making Smart Drink Choices - Rethink your
drink when you find about added sugar
October 25th Fix it Safe - Safe and Healthy cooking and eating: Ideas to share and live by
November 15th Shop for Value Check the Facts - Learn how
to read Nutrition Fact Labels and compare prices to get healthy
affordable meals
December 6th Plan Know What's for Dinner - Share Dinner
Ideas together
If you need a ride to your Doctor’s appointment, call the Church office and
arrangements can be made for you!

Hope Rocks is a Coastal Carolina Outreach Program for
Teen Girls whose mission is to provide peer connection,
guide self-reflection, and help develop healthy coping strategies so that teenage girls have the tools, optimism, and
confidence to live their best lives. They meet at Sharon
weekly with Carrie Higgins as their leader. Please call her
for more information or if you would like to volunteer to help

BAKED CABBAGE “STEAKS”
1 LARGE HEAD OF CABBAGE
OLIVE OIL

GARLIC SALT (to taste)
PEPPER (to taste)

Preheat oven to 400°. Wash and
remove outer leaves of cabbage and
trim stem. Cut into 1-1½ inch slices
(“steaks”). Brush both sides with
olive oil, then add garlic salt and
pepper to taste. Bake 30—40
minutes. I like to bake mine until the
edges start to brown. This is a
calorie friendly dish!
-Geraldine Fulford Elliott

You may qualify for the Healthy Opportunities Program. A
free program using your Medicaid health plan. Call the local Health Navigator to learn more. Call 800-953-0203 or
910-208-2024. They can help for those with chronic issues,
food insecurity, and help finding affordable housing.
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Sharon’s
Crossing
Network News

SCHOOL SUPPLY DRIVE

Kaleidoscope Play and Learn (KPL) is a FREE guided play
group for children 0-5 years old and the people who take care
of them. Parents, grandparents, other family members or
family friends are invited to attend. Kaleidoscope meets at
Sharon in the Crossing every Tuesday. For more information,
please call or email Lynn at Smart Start (phone) 910-7543166 or lhebertsmith@smartstartbrunswick.org. There are a
lot of opportunities for children through Smart Start, including
free books! By joining the Dolly Parton Imagination Library, your child will receive a book in the
mail each month! Contact Carol Keane at the
Smart Start phone number listed above.

Sharon family stuffed bookbags for returning students (Pre-K
through High School). Supplies were collected and sorted and
delivered for Mt. Calvary Center. Coordinator, Debbie Kirby, had
the help of Sharon Youth, and The Sharon United Women in
Faith. A total of 61 filled bookbags were donated. Mt. Calvary is a
partner in The Crossing Network.
BRUNSWICK FAMILY ASSISTANCE
Satellite Intake Specialists will be at The Crossing to serve community needs, each month on the 2nd Thursday. During this time
the Specialists will be available to answer questions and help
new clients with applications. BFA tries to help residents with
rent, electric bills, medical expenses, and more. They will be in
The Crossing from 9:30 am-11:45 am. This is an on-going service.
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Sharon UMC Family

PELICANS

Thanks to the Recreation crew of
Sharon, a busload of folks attended a
baseball game in Myrtle Beach, at
Pelicans Stadium last month! It was a
fun afternoon, with baseball, fireworks,
snacks and fellowship!
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More…. . .Sharon UMC

Sharon Youth sponsoring
Bingo, September 9th,
from 6:00 pm-8:00 pm.
Enjoy a fun night out with
prizes and more.
Plus, hot dog dinners
available for $5.00.

September 22, 7:00 pm
Bowling at Planet Fun 4th Thursday
every month
$2 per Game $3 Shoe rental
Contact Gretchen Verzinskie
910-471-3076
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More…. . .Sharon UMC

Belinda’s Witticism
Two guys are walking through a game park and they come
across a lion that has not eaten for days. The lion starts
chasing the two men. They run as fast as they can and the
one guy starts getting tired and decides to say a prayer,
“Please turn this lion into a Christian, Lord.” He looks to see if
the lion is still chasing and he sees the lion on its knees.
Happy to see his prayer answered, he turns around and
heads towards the lion. As he
comes closer to the lion, he hears it
saying a prayer; “Thank you Lord for
the food I am about to receive.”

Choir Notes
A great way to celebrate the Christmas Season is to participate in this
year’s Choir Cantata! Volunteers are needed to help present
this beautiful music and narration. “I hear...the Prophet calling,
a mother singing, the shepherds calling. I see the star of glory, I
hear the people singing". Come join the Choir on Wednesday at
7:30 as they prepare the Christmas cantata "I Hear the Prophet
Callin' . If you can, “Google” this piece and you can get a preview . Come and sing with the Choir and you will be helping to
give a beautiful gift to your Church Family.

David Trowbridge,
Christian Ventriloquist &
Gospel Singer

September 17, 7:00 PM
at Sharon United Methodist Church.
Doors will open at 6:30 PM and a Love
Offering will be collected. This is
sure to be a family friendly night
of entertainment, fellowship, and
Worship.

Nursery is provided for children from babies to age 5 .
Many Thanks to the Volunteers who are staffing the Nursery during Sunday service at 10:00AM. The Nursey is always open during Church Services. Parents are welcome
to stay with their children in the Nursery, even if there is no
assigned volunteer. Please know your child is always welcome in the Sanctuary during Church services as well.
Your Church Family enjoys the sound of children! There
are activity boxes located in the rear of the Church.
Volunteers are needed for the Nursery, please sign up on
the Sign up sheets in the Church Foyer!
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T. E. A.. m. S.
THE LAY
PERSONS CORNER
It has been said that when prayers go up, blessings come
down. Thanks to our ‘One Can’ ministry the prayers of those
seeking food can be answered in the form of the food pantry
and its extensions. The extensions in this case are the yellow
blessing boxes near the Fellowship Hall. Thanks to Dave
Keech one of the boxes showing wear and tear has been replaced by one constructed out of treated lumber and should
be there for some time to come, where people can ‘take what
they need and others leave what they can’.
Now that the decision has be made to continue with one worship service at Sharon, we have the opportunity, using a variety of worship elements, to maximize our worship experience
while giving the praises to God for the blessings and grace
sent down to us. We also have the opportunity to share the
best of contemporary and traditional worship services blended
together for all members of the congregation. It is also an
opportunity to showcase some of the many talents for worship
present in our church. So again, I invite you to reach out to
people and invite them to “come sit with us”.

By now, you know that our church membership is in the discernment process about the possibility of disaffiliating from the
United Methodist Church. Changes in our culture and divisions within the UMC have brought us to this time of decision.
What has Sharon leadership been doing in response to these
changing times? Your Leadership Board has voted to address this current situation of disaffiliation with the help of the
membership. There will be question and answer session),
written material available and internet sites for viewing to try
and get the most up to date information to each of you. They
are in the process now of establishing a timeline to meet the
goal of knowing how you wish to go, by the end of the year or
before. I know this article is a bit vague, but it is just intended
to give al”Sharonites” a heads up on a big decision that
needs to be made and the importance of having the most information possible before a decision is made. Stay tuned and
remember to try and ‘accept the things you cannot change,
change those you can and pray for the wisdom to know the
difference’.

-Don

Bollinger

The 2021 Audit began on July 18th and was completed on
July 25th by our Internal Audit team led by Kim Todd and assisted by Don Bolinger and Jackie Leonard.
Below is a summary of this audit prepared by Kim Todd.
Thank you to Kim, Don and Jackie for their dedication to Sharon UMC and the Finance Team. Anyone interested in a copy
of the final report may request it by calling the church office.
As most of you are aware, each year the Finance Team is
charged with ensuring church finances are audited. The audit
test period January 1, 2021 through December 31, 2021 was
conducted based on the General Council on Finance and Administration's Local Church Audit Guide. In July, three (3)
members, Don Bolinger, Jackie Leonard, and Kim Todd, who
do not perform daily functions of finance during the test period, conducted the church audit. Pursuant to the Local Church
Audit Guide, audit committee members are instructed to agree
balances between the general ledger and bank statements
along with identify samples to be examined, and to verify all
investment accounts. Samples were identified and examined
from each category of deposits and expenditures, support
documentation pulled, and findings documented.
Deposits (both online and in person tithes and offerings)
were specifically reviewed for accuracy in posting as directed
by the donor. A sample of large donations identified were
also examined for accuracy. All samples selected were posted as the donor requested.
Expenditures include checks written, drafts of recurring
charges, and credit card charges. Samples were selected
and support documentation examined verified 23 of the 24
credit card charges paid. All other samples were accurately
provided for. Five journal entry samples and support documentation verified entries made.
In addition, the audit guide provides for examination of church
property assets to ensure adequate insurance coverages and
policies paid current. Church audit must be conducted and
submitted to conference on or before August 31, 2022. Finance has implemented policies and procedures that are utilized to perform daily tasks in order to minimize errors through
dual control. The audit committee is truly honored and
blessed to have been able to serve in this area of ministry.
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T. E. A.. m. S. continued…

The Facility Team is
pleased to announce we
have completed the purchase of the McMillan lot
next to the Rose of Sharon.
Our thanks go to the Finance Committee for securing a loan and our anonymous donor that made this purchase possible. Having this
lot will provide a buffer between the Rose and our neighbor
as well as providing any land needs for future expansion.
The vacant lot that is east of and unattached to the main
church campus has been listed for sale by Coastal Development and Realty. We have had no offers to date. Proceeds from the sale will be used to repay the loan for the
Rose lot.
Our fire, safety and security contractor BFPE International
completed an inspection, service and recharge of all the
fire extinguishers on campus. This long overdue effort ensures our fire extinguishers are ready for use when needed.
The Facilities Team has solicited proposals from three separate contractors to repair and seal our parking lots, as well
as repainting the parking spaces. Our bids ranged from
$16,700 - $22,720. We will be working with the Finance
Committee to see if funds are available or what other options we have to move forward with this work.
Members of the Facilities Team added a concrete pad to
the interior of the metal garage next to the Rose. Many
thanks to Dave Keech and Jonas Daugherty for making this
happen. The pad replaced the dirt floor and will allow better utilization of the space, make placing and removing
items easier, as well as ensuring that items stored there
are protected.
The Facilities Team continues to look for people interested
in ensuring our church buildings and grounds are well
maintained. Contact Rich Rudnicki at 703-300-8671 or
email at rhrudnicki@verizon.net for more information.

$14,545

Stewardship
Speaks;
Hebrews 13:5-6
5Keep

your lives free from the love of
money, and be
content with what you have, for he himself has said,
“I will never leave you or forsake you.”

“TOWN HALL” MEETINGS about DISAFFILIATION
There will be question and answer sessions, written material available and internet sites for viewing to try and get the
most up to date information to each of you. Meetings will
help you to know how you wish to go, by the end of the
year or before. This is a big decision that needs to be
made and it is important to have as much information as
possible before a decision is made. Stay tuned and remember to try and ‘accept the things you cannot change,
change those you can and pray for the wisdom to know the
difference’.
Here are the dates and times for the “Town Halls”:
Wed, Sept. 7 - 10:30 AM
Wed, Sept 14 - 6:30 PM
Sun, Sept 25 - 4:30 PM
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Sharon Church Calendar Dates
September 1

6:00 PM

September 7

10:30 AM “Town Hall” Meeting

September 8

United Methodist Men,
Fellowship Hall

6:00 PM

Wednesday Night Supper

8:00 AM

Men’s Prayer Breakfast,
Fellowship Hall

9:30 AM- Brunswick Family Assistance,
11:45 AM The Crossing
September 9

6:00 PM– BINGO—Fellowship Hall,
8:00 PM (Youth Fund Raiser)

September 12

6:00 PM

Cub Scouts & Boy Scouts begin
meeting - Fellowship Hall

September 13

4:30 PM

Gratitude JournalingFellowship Hall

September 14

6:30 PM

“Town Hall” Meeting

September 15

7:00 PM

Women in Faith The Crossing

September 17

7:00 PM

Trowbridge Concert—Church

September 19

6:30 PM

Leadership Board—The Crossing

September 22

7:00 PM

Bowling, Planet Fun

September 25

4:30 PM

Town Hall Meeting

September 27

7:00 PM

Finance Team, Choir Room

October 1

4-7 PM

***Fish Fry ***

Weekly Sharon Church Schedule
Sunday
9:00 am: Sunday School-all ages
10:00 am: Worship
Monday
9:00 am TOPS (Fellowship Hall)
6:00 pm Cubs & Boy Scouts (The Crossing)
Tuesday
8:00 am Prayer Group (Choir room)
9:30 am KALEIDOSCOPE (Central Meeting room)
6:30 pm Praise Band (Sanctuary)
Wednesday
10:30 AM Bible study
6:00 pm Wednesday Night Supper
6:45-7:20 pm Crossing gathering
6:00 pm—8:00 pm Legacy Youth Group
7:30 pm Choir Practice (Choir Room)
Thursday
1:00 pm Prayer Shawl Ministry (Central Meeting Room)
1:30 pm TyJe (Fellowship Hall)
3:00 pm Grief Share-(The Crossing Chapel)
5:30 pm Grace Groups-(The Crossin) Rooms 1 and 3
Wednesday & Friday
10:00 am-Noon “One-Can” Food Pantry Ministry
Tuesday & Thursday-Saturday
10:00 am-4:00 pm Rose of Sharon Thrift Store open
Wednesday
12:00 Noon –4:00pm Rose of Sharon Thrift Store open
Tuesday-Friday
10:00 am- 2:00 pm Rose of Sharon Thrift Store donations
accepted, or by appointment
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Adult Ministries

Sharon
United
Methodist
men

“CATCHING
THE VISION”
ACTIVITIES OF THE SHARON
UNITED METHODIST MEN

(umm) News

The month of August found us in the middle of another Covid invasion, so it was decided to put off this meeting and discuss any business at the UMM prayer breakfast the following Thursday morning.
Those who attended were treated to homemade sweet milk biscuits, sausage gravy, sausage and eggs, thanks to Jerry Benton,
Dave Casto (Mr. biscuit), Charley Shumaker, Scott Anderson and
Jim (Mr. Coffee) Whitehead provided drinks. There were 15 members present.

October 1, 2022 is the date for the Fall Fish Fry. The format
will be a drive thru takeout only as was the shrimp a roo held
last March. The menu will be, Fried Fish (swai an Asian catfish), hushpuppies, french fries, cole slaw and condiments.

The usual discussion format was dispensed with and Dave Keech
gave a devotion to get us unified and on the right track for our upcoming discussion. Due to some conflicts and vacations the original date of 9/24 has been changed to 10/1/22 for the Fall fish fry.
With few exceptions, due to prior commitments, all present volunteered to help on the first. We welcome all other helpers that
would like to support the men.
Anyone who would like to help in some way will be happy to know
that we are again having an Adopt a Fish program and for a $50.00
donation a case of fish can be purchased. This will allow more of
what is taken in to be spent on various missions that Sharon is
engaged in. Checks need to be made out to Sharon United Methodist Men. Money and checks can be turned in to the church office
or to any UMM member If you need a contact number you can call
Don at 910-368-5350 or the Church office at 910-842-2929.
Thanks in advance.
Dave Casto mentioned that he is the only one that knows how to
light friers and would like to have others trained. It is not a hard job
and all units are up to snuff so any danger is minimized. Please
contact Don Bolinger if interested and he and Dave will set up a
time well before we need to use them in October.

News-bits
* The TyJe Fitness Group has a new starting time on Thursdays in September, the group will begin at 1:30 in the Fellowship Hall. Contact Andrea Combs at 910-712-6757 to sign up,
additional details are in your newsletter as well.

UMM gentlemen, watch your emails and realm for announcements
regarding our September meeting at 6pm on Thursday, September

* Want to be trained on the computer to run slides on Sunday mornings? See Melanie Gray today or contact her at
910-524-9715.

-Don Bolinger

* Anyone interested in attending training to become a home
group leader, please let Doc Ferrell know. You can text him at
910-238-0590 or email him at larryferrell8404@gmail.com.
More info within the Newsletter.

1st. Men of Sharon please consider becoming a part of
“Catching The Vision” and come join us.
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The August 18th meeting featured Hope Rocks Leader,
Carrie Higgins. There can be few things more important
than supporting and nurturing teen age girls! Carrie shared
information about her
work with teen age girls
and the program, Hope
Rocks, which meets
weekly at Sharon in The
Crossing.

Hope Rocks is a Coastal
Carolina Outreach Program for Teen Girls whose mission is to provide peer connection, guide self-reflection, and help develop healthy coping strategies so that teenage girls have the tools, optimism, and confidence to live their best lives.

We regret that we had to cancel our last meeting. We have
rescheduled this program for September 15th and will welcome Andrea Combs and learn more about her TyJE classes.
We have been contributing to several local projects for the
months of June, July, and August including donations to
Brunswick CO. Streereach, Inc., school supplies to help the
Mt. Calvary Center-Sharon partnership and the Sharon church
call for our “One Can Ministry” whose pantry is very low and
needs our help. We thank all who have contributed to these
mission projects!
For the North Carolina Conference, United Women in Faith
Units, it is report month. By participating in the Mission of United Women in Faith, we have maintained our status as a Seven
Star Unit. To achieve this recognition, we give to the Seven
Avenues of Mission which include: Pledge to Mission, Special
Mission Recognition, Gifts to Mission, World Thank Offering,
Gift in Memory, Candle Burning, and A Penny and a Prayer.
Our yearly Reading Program also ends in August (to begin
again in September). This year we have 6 women who will
receive a certificate for completing level I, each reading one
book or more in these five categories: Education for Mission,
Leadership Development, Nurturing for Community, Social
Action, and Spiritual Growth. Congratulations to Nancy Bollinger, Mary Weaver, Suvon Simmons, Shirley Huffstetler, Lori
Minor, and Jean D’Addario!
We welcome all women of the church to join us on the third
Thursday of every month in the Central Meeting room of The
Crossing. We meet at 7:00 pm for Fellowship, Devotions, and
Program. Please join us!

Jean D’Addario
President, United Women in Faith

UWF meetings are the third Thursday of each
month at 7:00 pm in the Central Meeting Room
at the Crossing
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The Prayer Shawl Ministry is a “close knit group”
who meet each Thursday at the Crossing. They
make the Prayer Shawls for those going through
hardships and in need of prayer. New members
are welcome, even if you cannot knit or crochet!
They will teach you or give you another job. They
are always thankful for donations of yarn! The
completed shawls are dedicated several times
during the year during a Church service and distributed.
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Youth Ministries

Youth News
Youth have had an amazing summer here at SUMC. From
Putt-Putt, Movie & Game nights, to trips on the beach it has
been a memorable Jesus loving summer! With prayers and
blessing we lift up all our kids at SUMC and around the
world as they return to school. We pray for their safety, mental well-being, academic excellence, and healthy God centered relationships. We will continue to
meet on Wednesday’s from 6-8 PM and look forward being
a part of our youths’ walks with Christ.
Blessings,
Melanie Gray
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FO L L O W US O N S O CI AL M E D I A
Sharon United
Methodist Church
2030 Holden Beach Road
Supply NC 28462

Sharonumcholdenbeach
Sharon United Methodist Church-Holden Beach

Phone:(910) 842-2929
Website: http://www.sharonbythesea.com
Please submit Monthly Calendar items &
articles by the 15th of each month to
Kari Shumaker: sharonumc@atmc.net
Newsletter Team: Gina Britton, Kari Shumaker, Jean D’Addario,
Geraldine Elliott, Linda Register, Pastor Jim Pegan

BE SURE TO CHECK THE WEEKLY
BULLETIN FOR MEETING SCHEDULES
AND UPDATES !

Current resident or
Sharon United Methodist Church
2030 Holden Beach Rd.
Supply NC 28462
A Praying Church, Loving People to Christ
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